Celebrating a Rivers Protection Bill...
and Delighting in a River Sojourn

One of the major pieces of environmental legislation passed during the 1990
state session was HB 1432. The bill augmented the State’s rivers protection and
management program, begun, in 1988, by (1) creating a river classification
system, (2) establishing in-stream protection measures for each river classifica-
tion, (3) designating five rivers and river segments as protected, and (4) requir- Py -7 R (98
ing the appointment of a local advisory committee for each designated river and e i T "7 Y N
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In order to celebrate the bill’s passage, Governor Gregg, Commissioner
Varney, members of the N.H. Rivers Campaign, and others paddled a portion
of the Saco River, one of the five rivers designated in HB 1432. (The others were
the Swift River and segments of the Lamprey, the Upper Merrimack, and the
Lower Merrimack.) Running clear and :
cold out of the White Mountains, the
Saco is a paddler’s delight, ambling its
way to the Atlantic down a broad-
valley course of light-colored granitic
sands.
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Squamscott River

The Squamscott (above) and 1.8 miles of the

Jacquie Colburn

Before embarking on the canoe trip, Current Coordinator: 2011-Present

posters with photos of each of HB
1432’s five designated rivers, created
by the N.H. Rivers Campaign, were
presented to several people. (At right,

Dave Neils
Coordinator: 2001-2002
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Years of Rivers Protectio
Merrimack 1988-2013

6 towns State & Local Cooperation Protecting NH Rivers

The Rivers Management and Protection Act of 1988 (RSA rivers and protects instream flow values while local entities
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The Time Has Come
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The Swift River is a LOWCI‘ 483) established the New Hampshire River Management and  develop and adopt river corridor management plans FEH P The  Lamprey  Watershed
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Washington Valley The purpose of the RMPP is to protect our state's significant  the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services
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SWlft selected for their outstanding natural and cultural resources. (RMAC), also established by RSA 483. The RMAC members Survey. FEH is funded by FIRY
26 miles 5 towns Through a unique combination of state and local resource represent a wide range of river interests and work closely the Department of Safety. Rep. Kappler, Gov. Lynch & Sen. Fuller-

Clark celebrate the Cocheco designation.

Awards for LACs Cocheco

¢ President's Volunteer Service Award 35 miles
State of NH funds the pilot study ¢ Spirit of NH Volunteer Champion Award § towns

management and protection, the state designates significant with DES in an advisory capacity.

Lamprev 9.5 miles
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The Oyster River is home to unique
i features like the Spruce Hole Aquifer
an undisturbed kettle-hole bog.

Dam Removal Program Souhegan ISF

The Dam Removal & River Restoration Program aids dam owners and

communities to bring significant environmental, economic and social benefits by
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& DRINKING WATER
$276 - $301
Million

WATERFRONT TAXES
i $247 Million

In 2003, the 2" phase of the "What's Our
Water Worth" study showed just how
valuable NH waterways are to the state.

Flood Management Study Commission

In 2007, the Legislature established a commission to develop a comprehensive
plan for New Hampshire that describes possible measures to minimize flood
impacts and to abate future flooding problems.
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VRAP launches

In 1998, The Volunteer River
Assessment Program (VRAP)
staff began training citizens

Lamprey ISF

NOAA awards a federal
grant to start pilot study.

DESIGNATED RIVERS of NEW HAMPSHIRE
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Designated Rivers
Ammonoosuc River 8/10/07 & 9/13/09 B e N

Ashuelot River 6/07/93 /7

® The Upper Merrimack River looking o S ue ot

north from the Route 3 bridge. The Contoocook River offers great 64 mlleS
fishing, boating & birding opportunities 10 towns

Cocheco River 7/21/09
Cold River 7/20/99
Connecticut River 7/14/92

Contoocook and North Branch Rivers 6/28/91
Exeter and Squamscott Rivers 8/11/95 & 5/31/11
Isinglass River 6/30/02
Lamprey River 6/26/90 & 6/7/11
A. Lamprey River

B. North Branch River
C. Pawtuckaway River
D. North River

E. Little River

F. Piscassic River
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Rivers Management
Advisory Committee Contoocook &

Established in 1989, the RMAC works with NOrth BranCh

Instream Flow Program

Natural rivers flow freely from precipitation, groundwater, wetlands,
small streams and lakes. Human influences can change river

Major Floods

2005: Cold River & Warren Brook in Alstead
2006: Mother's Day Flood: Salmon Falls,

. . . . . 10. Mascoma River 5/9/11
DES to administer the Rivers Management 87 miles 65 miles to sample river water quality, dynamics drastically. In 2002, instream flow pilot studies on the Piscataquog & Suncook Rivers 01 Morcbmas cboer (L fwie] 135000
and Protection Program (RMPP). The 14 tOWns 7 towns giving all a better] JLampreyand Souhegan Rivers began in order to determine how best 2007: Patriot's Day Flood: Salmon Falls 13, Oyster Rver 21t "
Governor & Council appointed committee is 4 understanding of the river's| Jto protect flows so that both human and wildlife needs can be met. Cocheco, Oyster, Contoocook Rivers & 15. Piscataquog River 7/16/93

16. Saco River 6/26/90

health.
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Piscataquog Rivers In 2011, the Ammonoosuc 18. Swift River 6/26/90

River floods after Tropical 20 ) U Al
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Storm Irene passes over the

events=$60 million region. Legend
Designated Rivers
Class

River-specific flows and management plans to implement those
flows are developed as part of the studies.
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The RMAC reviews proposed river

nominations and reports to the Commissioner i ,@/——=- At the heart of the local level involvement are the Designated River Local River Management AS of 2013: -
on the merit of the nominations. The RMAC - T Advisory Committees (LACs). LAC members are concerned citizens appointed from a broad oy
has advised DES on instream flow rules and range of interests to develop and implement a river corridor management plan. LACs use the 1000 miles Of designated rivers M
reviews and comments on the disposal of ; management plan to advise the river corridor communities, DES and other state and federal | Waterbodies
State-owned river front property . d This bridge over agencies on ways to preserve and protect of the river and its outstanding characteristics and 126 tOWﬂS, places & State Pa I’kS —iwtésddyw e
;hisel:e?sﬁgtﬁ\;va:;?t resources. LAC members meet monthly to review permit applications that could alter the _ _ Caricpaing ;;j;‘;f
8 emaining pumpkiz resource value for which their river was designated. Outside of meetings, LAC volunteers 23 LOcal AdVlSOry Comm|ttees Comimeniies

seed bridge in New perform site visits, perform water quality monitoring, host river festivals and conduct many other
§ 8 Hampshire. activities to protect the character of their designated river.

Barrington students urge
Legislators to protect the Isinglass.

250+ volunteer LAC members

NHDES Watershed Management Bureau - March 2012




